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REVIEWS 


The book of popular science... ; 
Dexter S. Kimball, aided by a 
group of distinguished contributors. 
l2v. 24Y%cm. N.Y., The Grolier 
society, inc., c1939. fabrikoid $59.50; 


libraries and 


ed. by 


liberal discounts to 


schools. 

This is a revision of the Book of popu- 
lar science, first published in 1924 in 15 
volumes and reissued under copyright 
dates of 1926, 1928, 1929, 1930, and 
1931. The original publication was re- 
viewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, January 1930. 


oo 


Dexter S. Kimball, editor of the 1939 
edition, is dean emeritus of the College 
of engineering, Cornell university. A 
list of the contributors, most of whom 
are connected with various colleges and 
universities, appears in volume 1, but 
their specific contributions are not indi- 
cated. Only a few articles are signed; 
e.g., “Radium in the Far North,” by 
G. C. Monture, chief editor, Department 
of mines and resources, Canada; “Re- 
cording the sounds of wild birds,” by 
Albert R. Brand, American museum of 
natural history; etc. 
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The 1939 issue of the Book of popu- 
lar science is similar to the earlier ones 
in content, style and arrangement. In- 
formation is divided into the following 
groups: I, The universe; II, The earth; 
III, Life; IV, Plant life; V, Animal 
life; VI, Man; VII, Health; VIII, 
Power; IX, Commerce; X, Industry; 
XI, Society; XII, Biography; XIII, 
Household science. Material from each 
group appears in most of the volumes. 
For instance, volume 11 begins with a 
chapter on meteors, “A cosmic bombard- 
ment,” from Group I, which is followed 
in order by “Journeyings of the ice,” a dis- 
cussion of glaciers from Group II; 
“Man’s most deadly enemy” (the tubercle 
bacillus), Group III; “Insect enemies of 
fruit crops,” Group IV; “The upland 
game birds,”’ Group V; “Intelligence and 
speech,” Group VI; “The amount of 
food we require,” Group VII; “The new 
electric age,” Group VIII; etc. 

In the 1939 revision the material in 
the Commerce and Society groups has 
been shortened; pioneers, explorers, and 
some other persons have been eliminated 
from the Biography group; and certain 
out-of-date material has been deleted. 
New aarticles from the annual supple- 
ments have been added, and minor revi- 
sions made in existing articles; e.g., add- 
ing dates of death to biographies. 

The information appears to be reli- 
able, and few inaccuracies were noted, 
but most of the topics are treated in a 
superficial way. In none of the numerous 
articles concerning chemistry, for in- 
stance, are there periodic tables or the 
grouping of elements; the term, hydro- 
ponics, is not explained in the discussion 
of that subject; etc. 


The style varies with the contributor. 
Such articles as those on “Glass blocks,” 
“Irrigation,” “Television” and “The 
electric eye’ are readable and clearly 
illustrated. However, the writing is too 
often verbose and characterized by care- 
less sentence structure. The biographies 
as a whole are colorless. 

The unsystematic arrangement in 
which material on a particular subject is 
scattered throughout the set, is confusing 
and inconvenient to anyone searching for 
definite information, though the variety 
of topics in a single volume may appeal 
to readers browsing through the set. 

The illustrations are frequently far 
from the topics they illustrate; e.g., pic- 
tures of air-conditioning apparatus ap- 
pear in volume 2, while the text is in 
volume 8; and a photograph of plants 
grown by “soilless agriculture” appears 
at the beginning of volume 1, while the 
article on hydroponics is in volume 12. 
Most of the illustrations, like the text, 
are of the type found in popular maga- 
zines. A large number of new ones have 
been added in this 1939 issue of the Book 
of popular science, and some old-fashioned 
ones have been eliminated. 

The set is consecutively paged. There 
is a general alphabetical index in volume 
12, but there are no indexes in the indi- 
vidual volumes. Volume 12 also con- 
tains a list of color plates and a list 
indicating the chapters of the 13 groups 
found in each volume. The index is not 
a detailed one. For instance, it does not 
refer to the material on gliders, soy bean 
products, and technicolor which are in- 
cluded in articles on more general sub- 
jects in different volumes. The theory 
of relativity, v.4, p.1281-89, is not in- 
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dexed directly under Relativity (though 
there are other references under this 
subject), but only under Einstein, to 
which there is a cross reference from 
Relativity. The illustrations are only 
partially indexed. 

The Book of popular science has little 
value as reference material because of 
the superficiality of its contents, its un- 
systematic arrangement, and inadequate 
indexing. It has been popular in many 
libraries, especially school collections, 
with men and boys who enjoy the maga- 
zines Popular Mechanics and Popular 
Science and may stimulate in such casual 
readers a more serious interest in some 
phase of scientific or technical knowledge. 
It is recommended for this purpose, how- 
ever, only where cost is not a major 
consideration. 


The encyclopedia Americana... 
1939 edition. 30v. 26cm. N.Y., Chi- 
cago, Americana corp., cl1939. heavy 
red buckram, light-weight blue buck- 
ram $150 and up, depending on bind- 
ing. Special discounts to schools and 
libraries. 


The editor-in-chief of the Encyclopedia 
Americana is A. H. McDannald. Robert 
C. Wallace, principal, Queen’s uni- 
versity, Kingston, Ontario, serves as ad- 
visory editor for Canada. 

Earlier editions of the encyclopedia 
have been evaluated in Mudge’s Guide 
to reference books, sixth ed., and in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin, January 
1932 and October 1936. The combined 
changes made in reprintings of the set 
in 1937, 1938, and 1939 form the basis 
of the present discussion. In general 
these revisions are of the same type as 


those in the 1936 issue, though more 
extensive. New topics of recent im- 
portance have been added, existing 
articles on certain subjects have been 
completely or partially revised, and minor 
errors in previous printings have been 
corrected. Space for the new material 
has been provided by the omission or 
condensation of older articles. 

Revisions appear to be most extensive 
in the fields of science, technology, in- 
dustry, social sciences and biography. 
Examples of new scientific and technical 
articles are those on: Air conditioning; 
American farm implements; Cosmic 
radiation; Diesel engine; Dry ice; Elec- 
troscope; Forestry in the United States; 
Heating; Photography—Telephotogra- 
phy; Physiology; Plastics; Rubber; 
Rubber tires; Slaughter-house by-prod- 
ucts; and Textiles, Synthetic. New or 
rewritten medical topics include: Allergy ; 
Anaesthesia ; Bang’s disease ; Bacteria and 
bacteriology; Medicine, History of; 
Medicine, Recent progress in; Preventive 
medicine; Radium therapy; and Serum 
therapy. 

In the field of the social sciences there 
are, for example, newly added or re- 
written discussions of: Accident insur- 
ance; Accidents, Causes and prevention 
of; American farm bureau federation; 
American federation of labor; Commit- 
tee for industrial organization; Con- 
gress for industrial organization ; Federal 
wage and hour law; Education, Higher; 
Labor legislation; Labor unions; Rail- 
way labor organizations; Social reform 
programs since the World war; and 
Trade treaties program. New articles 
appear on Government printing office; 
Federal bureau of investigation; Geo- 
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logical survey, United States; while the 
long article headed United States—New 
federal agencies contains a number of 
new sections, including: Civil air au- 
thority; Crop insurance corporation; 
Farm security administration; National 
labor relations board ; as well as revisions 
in existing sections. 

The long article on Canada has been 
reorganized, with most of the sections 
completely rewritten and with extensive 
changes in other sections. Material on 
the individual Canadian provinces has 
also undergone considerable revision. 

The articles on Austria and Czecho- 
slovakia have been rewritten and brought 
up to date as of March 1939, and those 
on many other countries of major interest 
at the present time have been revised; 
e.g. the discussion of Germany contains 
a new section on the postwar period. 
An article on Spanish war (Civil) brings 
the subject through the close of the war; 
there have been changes and additions 
to articles on several other countries. 

Statistics on the states of the United 
States were brought up to date in 1938 
and in some cases these articles have been 
otherwise revised as well. The material 
on the more important cities of the 
United States and Canada and on a few 
foreign cities was brought up to date in 
1939, 

Certain other articles throughout the 
encyclopedia have been more or less ex- 
tensively revised; e.g., Academy of arts 
and letters, which now lists the member- 
ship to January 1939; American politi- 
cal issues, 1865-1939; Refrigeration and 
refrigerating machinery, in which the 
paragraph on ice making shows revision; 
Economics; Gold; Roads and highways; 


and Strikes and lockouts, which has a 
new paragraph on Sit-down strikes. 

New biographies added since 1936 in- 
clude those of: James Truslow Adams; 
Sir John Aird; Sir Frederick Banting; 
Stephen Vincent Benet; A. Neville 
Chamberlain; Benjamin Cardozo; Ed- 
ward, Duke of Windsor; John Nance 
Garner; George VI of Great Britain; 
Vincent Van Gogh; etc. Dates of death 
have been added to most existing biog- 
raphies of persons recently deceased, but 
only a few of the more important biog- 
raphies have been otherwise revised. 

Bibliographies show revision to corre- 
spond with that of the text and fre- 
quently also in the case of articles whose 
text is unchanged. Examples of the 
latter are the bibliographies on: Ac- 
counting; Adaptation; Administration; 
Adolescence; Advertising; American 
literature; Dietetics; Education, Adult; 
Education, Elementary; etc. Revisions 
in certain other bibliographies consist 
in the addition of one or two new titles; 
some lists have not been changed. 

Clearer new and up-to-date maps re- 
place many which appeared in the 1936 
issue of the Encyclopedia Americana; 
e.g., those of Czechoslovakia, Germany, 
Mexico, Dominion of Canada, Asia, 
Africa, Arkansas, Massachusetts, Maine 
and Louisiana. 

Among the illustrations there are nu- 
merous excellent new plates which in most 
cases replace less up-to-date and signifi- 
cant pictures. On the other hand most 
of the portrait plates which formerly il- 
lustrated the biographies have been 
eliminated. 

The set examined is strongly bound 
in heavy red buckram. 
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While the new material and minor 
changes bring much of the encyclopedia 
essentially up to date, the unevenness of 
the revision is often apparent and is 
likely to prove sometimes confusing to the 
user. Thus, though many medical topics 
have been revised, the subject of pneu- 
monia, discussed under Lungs, Diseases 
of, shows no change in comparison with 
the 1918-20 edition of the encyclopedia, 
and does not refer to the paragraph on 
the serum treatment of pneumonia which 
appears in the new article on Serum 
therapy. There is a discussion of the 
Food, drugs, and cosmetics act of 1938, 
under that heading, but the article Foods, 
Recent legislation respecting, does not 
mention the act. 

Similar examples could be cited. The 
fields of belles lettres and fine arts as a 
whole show little revision, many of the 
articles on such subjects appearing identi- 
cal with those in the 1918-20 edition of 
the encyclopedia. 

The classified index in volume 30 is 
unchanged. Cross references have not 
been consistently revised throughout 
the set, and blind references are some- 
times encountered, such as those from 
Air-pump to Air-compressor; Airplane 
engine to Aeroplane engine; Airship to 
Aeroplane. Cross references have been 
insufficiently supplied for new mate- 
rial. For instance, the article on Spain, 
which traces the recent conflict only 
through the year 1937, does not refer to 
the special article under Spanish war 
(Civil), which gives a complete account 
to the surrender of the Loyalists in 


March 1939. 


mercial treaties, which has not been 


The discussion of Com- 


brought up to date, does not refer to the 


new material entered under Trade 
treaties program. 

While the 1939 issue of the Encyclo- 
pedia Americana is greatly improved by 
the revisions of the past few years, it is 
not an essential purchase for libraries 
which have the issues of 1932 or later. 
The Encyclopedia Americana, 1939, is 
recommended for libraries and individ- 
uals wishing to make a first purchase and 
for those needing to replace worn copies 
of earlier issues. 


The encyclopaedia Britannica... 
I4th ed. 24v. 28%cm. London, 
The Encyclopaedia Britannica co., 
Itd.; Chicago, Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica, inc.; Toronto, Encyclopaedia 
Britannica of Canada, Itd.; c1939. 
Duro buckram, with first signature of 
each volume on special heavy paper, to 
libraries and schools $185 (20 per cent 
discount to libraries and schools) ; 
Britannotex $159.75, 


Reviews of the Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica, 14th ed., original issue of 1929 and 
revised issue of 1936, have appeared in 
the Subscription Books Bulletin for Jan- 
uary 1930 and October 1936, in Mudge’s 
Guide to reference books, sixth ed., and 
in Reference books of 1929 by Mudge 
and others. Two printings have been is- 
sued during 1939. That examined for 
this review was copyright January 10, 
1939, 

Walter Yust is listed as editor of the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1939, and 
Franklin H. Hooper as editor emeritus. 

With this issue the publishers announce 
that they contemplate no new numbered 
edition of the encyclopedia. The set is 
revised to a certain extent with each re- 
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printing. The accumulated revisions, 
since the Britannica was last reviewed in 
the Subscription Books Bulletin, consist 
for the most part of changes in existing 
articles, some being expanded; they in- 
clude also a few short new articles; e.g., 
George VI of Great Britain; Lan- 
don, Alfred M.; Committee for in- 
dustrial organization; and Townsend 
plan. Room has been made for 
the new material by condensing older 
articles, shortening or deleting bibliog- 
raphies, or, in a few cases, by inserting 
new lettered pages, such as p.848E and 
p.848F in the article on the United States 
of America. Minor errors in previous 
issues have been corrected. 

Revisions since the 1936 issue seem 
to have been made largely in articles 
dealing with geographic areas. Statistics 
of agriculture, industry, education, etc., 
have been revised in the articles on the 
United States, including the individual 
states and dependencies and a few of the 
larger cities. Statistics in the general 
articles on the British empire and Canada 
have been partially revised but not those 
in articles on Great Britain, England or 
the individual Canadian provinces. 

Revisions varying in extent from two 
columns to a sentence or two trace the 
history of Abyssinia, Austria, Czecho- 
slovakia, Germany and other foreign 
countries through the latter part of the 
year 1938. With a few exceptions, sta- 
tistics and other material in these articles 
have not been revised. 

Dates of death have been added to 
biographies of recently deceased persons, 
with some exceptions. Biographical ar- 
ticles otherwise show little change. Re- 
cent records have been added to articles 


on some sports, including lawn tennis, 
yachting and Olympic games. 

The textual revisions of the past three 
years have apparently not extended to 
topics in the fields of science, technology, 
industry, literature or the fine arts. The 
following articles, for instance, are un- 
changed: Aeronautics; Agriculture; 
Labour law; Music; Pensions: the 
United States; Strikes and lockouts; and 
Television. Those on Agriculture and 
Television are identical with the articles 
on these subjects in the 1932 issue of the 
encyclopedia. 

A number of excellent new photo- 
graphs replace older illustrations, such as 
those in the articles on Aeroplane, Air- 
ship, Television, and Telescope. 

The maps in the Atlas section, v.24, 
show considerable revision since 1936, 
though the maps of Central Europe are 
not so recent as to indicate the territorial 
changes of November 1938, and those of 
South America are not strictly up to date. 

The index, v.24, has been revised with 
regard to the more important changes in 
text, maps and illustrations. Many li- 
brarians feel that the inclusion of this 
index in a separate volume would increase 
its usefulness, as, under the present ar- 
rangement, patrons consulting the atlas 
section inconvenience those who find it 
necessary to use the index. 

The Britannotex-covered set of the En- 
cyclopaedia Britannica which the Com- 
mittee examined seems strongly bound, 
but the paper is thin and the margins 
narrow. More inclusive lettering on the 
backbone indicates more clearly and con- 
veniently the section of the alphabet 
covered by each volume. The buckram- 
bound set, which is intended for schools 
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and public libraries, was not available to 
the Committee. The publishers, how- 
ever, state that it is printed on the same 
paper used for the Britannotex bound set 
except for the first few pages of each vol- 
ume which are on heavy paper. The set 
printed entirely on heavy paper is no 
longer issued. 

Libraries which have earlier issues of 
the 14th edition of the Encyclopaedia Bri- 
tannica, especially the issues of 1932 and 
later, will not need this latest one, al- 
though it is, of course, improved by such 
revisions as those indicated. The 1939 
issue of the Encyclopaedia Britannica is 
recommended for libraries and individ- 
uals who wish to make a first purchase 
or to replace copies of earlier printings. 


The golden hour; rainbow edition. 
20v. 24U%cm. N.Y., The Wise bk. 
co., c1910-38. moisture proof cloth 
$39.80, introductory price $31.80; 
waterproof artcraft $49.80, introduc- 
tory price $39.80. 

Most of the books in this series, de- 
signed for the recreational reading of 
children under ten, were originally pub- 
lished separately by the Volland company 
between the years 1910 and 1931. The 
volumes were brought together into the 
present series by the Wise book company, 
which has acquired the publishing rights. 
Some of the books have been revised by 
their present publisher. The series title 
“The golden hour, rainbow edition” ap- 
pears only on the end papers of certain 
volumes. 

The following titles make up the 
series : 

Bailey, Alice Cooper. Kimo the 
whistling boy. Volland, c1928. 


— 


The skating gander. Volland, 





c1927. 

Bronson, Wilfrid Swancourt. Water 
people. Wise, c1935. 

Campbell, Ruth. The cat whose 
whiskers slipped. Volland, c1925 ; Wise, 
c1938. 

Fairmont, Ethel. Rhymes for kindly 
children. Modern Mother Goose jingles. 
Volland, c1916, 1927; Wise, c1937. 

Faulkner, Georgene. Little Peachling 
and other tales of old Japan. Volland, 
c1928. 





The white elephant and other 

tales from old India. Volland, c1929. 
Gordon, Elizabeth. Buddy Jim. 

Volland, cl1920; Wise, 1935. 

Flower children; the little 

cousins of the field and garden. Volland, 

c1910. 








Mother Earth’s children; the 
frolics of the fruits and vegetables. Vol- 
land, c1914. 

The turned-into’s; Jane Eliza- 
beth discovers the garden folk. Volland, 
c1920; Wise, c1935. 

and Priest, Jane. More really- 
so stories. Volland, cl1929. 

Really-so 
c1924; Wise, c1937. 

Higgins, Alice, and Lamb, Tom. 
Runaway rhymes. Volland, c1931. 

Kay, Gertrude Alice. Adventures in 
geography. Curtis pub. co., c1929; 
Author, 1930. 

The friends of Jimmy. Vol- 
land, c1926. 

Key, Alexander. The Red Eagle, be- 
ing the adventurous tale of two young 
flyers. Volland, c1930. 

Larned, William Trowbridge. Amer- 
ican Indian fairy tales. Volland, c1921; 








stories. 





Volland, 








cod 
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Wise, c1935. 

Lipman, Michael. The Chatterlings 
in wordland. Volland, cl928; Wise, 
c1935. 

Putnam, Nina Wilcox, and Jacobsen, 
Norman. Adventures in the open. Vol- 
land, c1918; Wise, c1935. 

The books, which are bound in various 
colors, are uniform in size. They are 
illustrated in colors in the style for which 
the Volland company was distinguished. 
Some of these illustrations now seem 
dated both in theme and treatment, espe- 
cially those in Flower children and 
Mother Earth’s children. 

A certain amount of scientific informa- 
tion is given indirectly through stories 
in which insects, animals, or flowers talk 
about themselves to the children with 
whom they play. Manners and morals 
are indicated in mediocre verse. Al- 
though different writers are responsible 
for the volumes there is a sameness of 
style throughout the series, due largely 
to an old-fashioned and sentimental ap- 
proach. Exceptions, however, may be 
found in Larned’s 4 merican Indian fairy 
tales and Bronson’s Water people. 

Since much of the material in the set 
is trivial or mediocre, and since the fac- 
tual information contained in the stories 
may be found in simple direct form in 
most libraries, the series as a whole is 
not recommended. Individual exceptions 
are noted above. 


Lands and peoples: the world in color; 
ed.-in-chief, Holland Thompson, with 
an introduction by Isaiah Bowman; 
ed. for Canada, R. Bruce Taylor. 7v. 
25cm. N.Y., The Grolier society, inc. ; 
London, The Educational book co., 


Itd., c1938. il., col. pl., maps. artcraft 
$49.50 with discounts to 
schools and libraries. Also obtainable 
in 30v., clothbound, $49.50 with 
special discounts to schools and librar- 
ies. Separate volumes may be pur- 
chased, prices to be supplied by the 


special 


publisher. 

This is a revised issue of the set, Lands 
and peoples, which was reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin, October 
1930, p.8. In scope, arrangement and 
format, the 1938 issue in seven volumes 
is similar to the older one. The various 
countries of the world are depicted with 
brief text and with many photographs, 
of which a large number are colored 
plates. 

The arrangement is as follows: v.lI, 
British isles and Western Europe; v.II, 
Baltic states and Central Europe; v.III, 
The Near and the Middle east; v.IV, 
Southeastern Asia and the Far east; v.V, 
Africa, Australia and southern islands; 
v.VI, Canada and the United States; 
v.VII, Latin America and general ar- 
ticles. 

The 1938 issue can hardly be con- 
sidered a thorough revision, although it 
shows many changes and improvements. 
There is a new article on the national 
parks of Canada; and the description of 
the Philippine islands has been completely 
revised and rewritten to give a more ade- 
quate picture of the country. The sta- 
tistical called “Facts and 
figures,” which usually conclude articles 
on the various countries, have been re- 
vised to show recent figures for popula- 
tion, railroads, telegraph, telephones, etc., 
as well as to indicate governmental 


summaries 


changes. 
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The text on Germany includes some 
new material on aviation and the chang- 
ing social order. In the article on Rome 
interesting information on the Vatican 
city has been substituted for a paragraph 
on Caligula’s ships. In the discussion of 
Berlin a more informative paragraph on 
the administration of the city replaces 
one called ‘From press clippings” found 
in the earlier edition; yet there is little 
indication in this article of the extensive 
remodeling of Berlin in recent years. 

Minor revisions noting recent political 
changes appear in the text on some certain 
other countries such as China and Man- 
churia. 

There appear to be few changes or 
additions among the illustrations, which 
reproduced. 
Some new and improved pictures may 
be noted among those of the Philippine 
islands. 


are interesting and well 


The maps, which are of little 
value except to give a general outline of 
the various countries, are unrevised. 

There is an index in each volume and 
a general index in v.VII. 

The edition in 30 parts includes the 
same material as the 7-volume set with 
the exception of the indexes, a few pic- 
tures, and the statistical summary for 
Haiti and San Domingo; but the mate- 
rial is broken up into smaller units. The 
contents of the individual volumes are 
as follows: v.1, England, Wales; v.2, 
Scotland, Ireland, islands of the Atlantic; 
v.3, the Netherlands, 

France, Switzerland, Toy states; v.5, 
Spain, Portugal, islands of the Mediter- 
ranean; v.6, Scandinavia, Finland, Ice- 
land; v.7, Poland, Baltic 
states; v.8, Czechoslovakia, Austria, 
Hungary; v.9, Italy; v.10, Greece, Al- 


Belgium; v.4, 


Germany, 


bania, Balkans; v.11, U.S.S.R. (Russia) ; 
v.12, Persia, Iraq, Turkey; v.13, Syria, 
Palestine, Arabia; v.14, Afghanistan, In- 
dia; v.15, Tibet, Burma, Ceylon; v.16, 
Malaya, Siam, French Indo-China, For- 
mosa; v.17, China, Japan; v.18, North 
Africa; v.19, Egypt; v.20, Ethiopia, Li- 
beria, British Africa, Congo ; v.21, Mada- 
gascar, Dutch East Indies, Borneo; v.22, 
Philippines, South Sea islands, Australia ; 
v.23, North and South poles, Eskimos, 
Indians; v.24, Canada, Newfoundland, 
Canadian parks; v.25, the United States 
(group 1); v.26, the United States 
(group 2) ; v.27, Mexico, Central Amer- 
ica, West Indies; v.28, South America; 
v.29, Special subjects (group 1) ; v.30, 
Special subjects (group 2). 

The pagination of the original 7- 
volume set was left unchanged in the re- 
arrangement of material for the first 
experimental printing in 30 volumes, so 
that some of the volumes are not paged 
This fact, together with 
the absence of indexes, makes the 30- 
volume set less easily used for reference 
purposes, but, according to the publisher, 
these defects are to be remedied in a 
forthcoming reprint. 

Libraries which can afford it will find 
the 7-volume set of interest in the refer- 
ence collection, especially for its illustra- 
tions of costume. Those having the 
earlier edition would not need the new 
one. Many schools and libraries will 
find the 30-volume printing useful, since 
the material in this form is easily handled, 
with substantially reinforced bindings, 
and available for use by a greater number 
of readers at one time. 


consecutively. 


Some libraries 
having the 7-volume set may wish se- 
lected volumes of the 30-volume issue. 
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Lands and peoples, 1938 is recommended 
under these conditions. 


The national encyclopedia; ed.-in- 
chief, Henry Suzzallo .. . ed.-director, 
William W. Beardsley. 10v. 26cm. 
N.Y., P. F. Collier & son corp., c1939. 
red fabrikoid $59; to libraries and 
schools $44.25; tan fabrikoid $39.50. 


The first edition of the National ency- 
clopedia, published in 1932, was reviewed 
in the Subscription Books Bulletin, Janu- 
ary 1933. While the set has not been 
thoroughly revised since that time, it has 
been frequently reprinted with some re- 
visions, including entirely new articles as 
well as more or less extensive changes 
in existing material. 

Henry Suzzallo, the original editor, 
died in 1933, though the fact is not indi- 
cated on the title page. The revision 
is in charge of the editorial director, 
William W. Beardsley. Well-known 
authorities in various fields are listed as 
departmental editors and as contributors. 
Initials of the contributors are signed to 
the more important articles. 

Among the topics which, according to 
the publisher, have been added or entirely 
rewritten since the publication of the 
first edition are those on: Aviation, His- 
tory of; Brewing; Cellulose transparent 
wrapping films; Conservation; Electro- 
therapy; Federal farm credit administra- 
tion; Forests and forestry; Kidnaping; 
Nursing; Optometry ; Osteopathy; Plas- 
tics; and Veterinary science. 

New biographies include, among 
others, those of: Albert I of Belgium; 
Leopold III of Belgium; Adolf Hitler; 
William Holmes McGuffey; Florence 
Nightingale; and some Spanish writers. 


The discussions of Afghanistan and 
Manchukuo have been completely revised 
and recent information has been added 
to articles on the histories of Abyssinia, 
China, Czechoslovakia, Germany, India, 
Italy, Japan, Manchuria, and the United 
States. The material on Diesel-electric 
plant, Diesel locomotive, Oil engines, 
Insecticides (fish poisons), and Rubber 
has also been revised. 

Names of the most recently elected 
governors and senators have been added 
to articles on the states of the United 
States, and names of the chief executives 
to articles on many foreign states. Other 
minor revisions include recent enrolment 
figures and other details for some colleges 
and universities, and the bringing up to 
date of the records for certain sports and 
the lists of literary and other prize win- 
ners. 

The brief bibliographies appended to 
many of the articles show no revision. 

A number of new illustrations have 
been added since the first edition, includ- 
ing those of: Astronomy; Aviation, 
History of; Shipbuilding; and Trans- 
portation. Like the other half-tone 
plates throughout the set these are in- 
teresting and well reproduced. The 
colored illustrations are listed at the 
beginning of v.l, as also are the 
The latter include double-page 
political maps of the countries of 
the world, the states of the United States, 
and the Canadian provinces, with mar- 
ginal indexes to the more important cities 
and towns. Recent revisions have been 
made in some of these but not in all of 
them. For instance, the map of Ger- 
many, Czechoslovakia, and Hungary in 
the article on Germany shows the terri- 


maps. 
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torial adjustments of November 1938, 
but the map of Central Europe in the 
article on Europe has not been revised. 

The volumes are clearly printed on 
opaque unglazed paper with adequate 
margins. 

The range of subjects covered in the 
National encyclopedia is comparatively 
limited and their treatment generally 
brief and simplified. For these rea- 
sons the set is not adequate for the 
needs of public libraries, though it might 
be used to supplement the more compre- 
hensive encyclopedias. It is suitable for 
the home library where a comparatively 
inexpensive set is desired. The simplicity 
of treatment may appeal to young people 
and to adults of limited education. The 
National encyclopedia, 1939, is recom- 
mended under such conditions, though it 
would not be needed by those having the 
1932 edition. 





National year book [1939] 
covering events of the year 1938. Pre- 
pared by leading authorities under the 
supervision of William W. Beardsley. 
26Y%4cm, N.Y., P. F. Collier & son 
corp., c1939. 753p. fabrikoid $7.50; 
to libraries and schools $5.65. 


The 1939 National year book is the 
first of a projected series of annual supple- 
ments to the National encyclopedia, re- 
viewed elsewhere in this issue. As in 
the main set, the material is contributed 
by authorities whose initials are signed 
to the more important articles. Events 
of the year in various parts of the world 
and developments in many fields of 
knowledge are discussed in articles which 
are usually short but in a few cases cover 
10 or more pages. 


60am 


Biographies include living persons as 
well as important persons who died dur- 
ing the year. There are a chronology for 
the year, a necrology, and lists of chief 
executive and legislative officers of the 
United States. 

The year book is uniform in make-up 
with the National encyclopedia, similarly 
bound in red fabrikoid and well printed. 
It contains many plates of well- 
reproduced photographs. Four double- 
page maps show the political situation in 
Central Europe, Czechoslovakia, the 
Mediterranean and Red sea areas, and 
China. The list of maps and illustrations 
at the beginning of the volume is a com- 
mendable feature. 

Cross references are frequently used. 

The 1939 National year book contains 
reliable, up-to-date information on the 
topics covered, but it is, like the parent 
work, comparatively limited as to the 
number of subjects included and the de- 
gree of detail with which they are treated. 
It should be interesting and useful in the 
home libraries of individuals owning the 
National encyclopedia and is recom- 
mended for that purpose, though it might 
also be used in public libraries as a sup- 
plement to the more comprehensive an- 
nual encyclopedias. 


The national law library. 6v. 20cm. 
N.Y., P. F. Collier & son corp., c1939. 
fabrikoid $17.50; to libraries and 
schools $13.15. 


The National law library is designed 
as an authoritative but nontechnical sur- 
It is limited 
in scope to the law of the English- 
speaking lands having a common legal 
inheritance. Roscoe Pound, professor of 


vey of law for the layman. 
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law, Harvard university, and former 
dean of the Harvard law school, serves 
Nathan Isaacs, 
law, Graduate 


as supervisory editor. 
professor of business 
school of business administration, Har- 
vard university, as editor, and William 
W. Beardsley of the Collier corporation 
as editorial director. 

The contents are as follows: 

v.l, The history and system of the 
common law, by Roscoe Pound, covers 
the fundamental conceptions of law, the 
historical development of common law, 
common law in America, and the general 
principles upon which legal rights, duties 
and procedures are based. A bibliog- 
raphy, p.309-16, lists “elementary books 
and works of reference.” 

v.II, Crime and criminal law, by 
Morris Ploscowe, deputy commissioner 
of investigation, New York City, dis- 
cusses the nature and causes of crime, the 
development of criminal law, agencies 
of enforcement, procedures followed in 
the prosecution of crime, and the disposi- 
tion of offenders after conviction. 

v.III, Public law, by Howard L. Bevis, 
William Ziegler professor of government 
and law, Harvard university, construes 
the term, in contrast to private law, as 
comprising “the law governing relation- 
ships to which states and their agencies 
become parties.” It covers the law of 
public relationships, constitutional pow- 
ers and limitations, public administration, 
administrative regulation, juridical pro- 
cedure, public contracts, and interna- 
tional relations. The Constitution of the 
United States is included as an appendix. 

v.IV, Business law, by Nathan Isaacs, 
one of the editors of the set, approaches 
the subject by considering first the re- 


quirements of business and then the pro- 
visions which the law offers for their 
The scepe includes, accord- 
ing to the preface, “‘the activities of the 
market place, the factory, the bank, the 
exchange, the office, the directors’ room, 
the stockholders’ meeting, and we even 
look into the court and the public admin- 
istrative office when these are the situs of 
business An _ appendix 
contains the text of “the principal uni- 
form laws affecting business transac- 


satisfaction. 


transactions.” 


xT 


tions”; i.e., the Negotiable instruments 
law, Uniform partnership act, Uniform 
limited partnership act, and Uniform 
sales act. 

v.V, Property, by Francis §. Philbrick, 
professor of law, University of Pitts- 
burgh, “is not designed as an epitome of 
the property law,” according to the pref- 
ace, “but rather as an explanation, for 
students, of what property is, how the 
property law has grown, and in a general 
way how its parts are related.” The 
second part of the volume is devoted to 
the “technical description of property 
interests.” 

v.VI, Legal relations includes: Part I, 
Contracts, torts and trusts, by Nathan 
Isaacs; and Part II, The common law 
of the family, by Max Radin, professor 
of law, University of California. A bib- 
liography of the latter subject, p.255-63, 
lists both legal and nonlegal references. 

The set is well indexed, with an indi- 
vidual index in each volume and, in 
v.VI, a combined index to the whole set. 
Notes are supplied in many of the vol- 
umes, either as footnotes or appendixes. 

The volumes are covered in light- 
weight tan fabrikoid with bands of red 
and black on the backbone, simulating 
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the traditional sheep-bound legal books. 
The binding does not seem sufficiently 
strong to withstand hard wear, though 
the volumes are compact and easily han- 
dled. The print is easy to read and the 
paper opaque and unglazed. 

The National law library is readable 
in style as well as authoritative, the 
phraseology being as nearly nontechnical 
as possible. This is not so much a refer- 
ence set, to which one would turn for 
the answer to a specific question, as a set 
to be read for a general understanding of 
the principles upon which the law of our 
times is based. As such it will be helpful 
to the beginning law student as well as 
to the general reader who wishes to in- 
The Na- 
tional law library is recommended for this 
purpose in the home library, the public 
library and the law library. 


form himself on the subject. 


New standard encyclopedia... 10v. 
130 North Wells St., Chicago, 
Standard corporation, 
1939, 


The Committee has received many re- 


encyclopedia 


quests for information about this set but 
has been unable to obtain a copy for 
examination from the publisher. Ear- 
lier editions have been reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin, January 
1931 and April 1934. The Committee 
would appreciate the loan of a copy of 
the 1939 edition from some library or 
individual owning one. 


Progress of nations; the story of the 
world and of its peoples from the dawn 
of history to the present day ; chronicled 
with the assistance of eminent his- 
torians from leading universities and 


colleges and published in the interests 
of The disabled American veterans of 
the World war and of a patriotic and 
intelligent Americanism. 1llv. and in- 
dex. 22'%cm. Chicago, Department of 
rehabilitation, The disabled American 
veterans of the World war, c1930-38. 
illus. keratol $79.50; to libraries and 
schools $57.50. 

An earlier edition of this popularized 
universal history, in 10 volumes, was re- 
viewed in the Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin, October 1931. The arrangement of 
the latest edition is similar, volumes 1 
and 2 covering ancient history; volumes 
3 and 4, medieval and modern history of 
Europe to the French revolution; vol- 
ume 5, modern history of the world, ex- 
clusive of the United States, through the 
19th century ; volumes 6-8, United States 
history ; and volumes 9 and 10, history of 
the World war and postwar period 
through 1929. Volume 11, covering con- 
1930-38, has been 


added since the set was last reviewed. 


temporary history, 


A number of college and university 
professors are listed in volume 1 as au- 
thors or contributing editors, though their 
specific contributions to the first nine vol- 
umes are not indicated. Volume 10 was 
written by F. Lee Benns, professor of 
history, Indiana university, Marcus Wil- 
son Jernegan, professor of American 
history, University of Chicago, and Ray- 
mond C. Miller, professor of history, The 
colleges of the city of Detroit. The first 
two men were also the contributors of 
the new volume 11. 

No text revisions are evident in the 
first nine volumes, but certain mechan- 
ical features show some change. For in- 
stance, the detailed tables of contents 
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criticized in the earlier review have been 
condensed, and the lists of illustrations 
have been eliminated. The “Suggestions 
to the reader” at the beginning of each 
chapter and the ‘Suggestive questions,” 
lists of references, and chronological sum- 
maries at the ends of chapters have been 
retained. The bibliographies in volumes 
1-10 are unchanged. 

In volume 10 the text shows minor 
plate changes, chiefly in the last chapter 
on “Contemporary civilization”; e.g., 
p.605, a paragraph on recent develop- 
ments in aviation has been substituted for 
a photograph of the Luft-Hansa air field, 
Berlin; mention of the steamer Norman- 
die’s transatlantic record, p.600, and of 
the dirigible Hindenburg’s accomplish- 
ments and fate, p.606-07, have been 
added. The 13-page bibliography which 
formerly appeared at the end of this 
volume has been omitted. 

The index to volumes 1-10 has not been 
revised, but a supplement covering vol- 
ume 11 has been added. The indexes are 
detailed and useful, including references 
to maps and illustrations, but their com- 
bination into a single alphabet would have 
made them more convenient. 

The illustrations vary in quality, some 
being clear and interesting, while others 
are poorly reproduced and sometimes old- 
fashioned in appearance. A number of 


attractive color plates are included. The 
descriptive legends often seem poorly ex- 
pressed, being ambiguous, sensational, or 
partisan in tone; e.g., v.11, p.392, under 
a small photograph of a ship: “ ‘Sunk 
without warning.’ Small incidents often 
cause great wars. The bombing of the 
U.S. Gunboat Panay brought about a 
serious international crisis”; v.11, p.519, 
under a picture of Norris dam: “One of 
the eleven included in the Tennessee Val- 
ley Authority for which $75,000,000 was 
appropriated by the ‘Rubber Stamp’ 
Congress” ; the legends under illustrations 
of the Spanish civil war and of the Soviet 
Union in volume 11, chapters V and VI, 
respectively. 

The Progress of nations has little sig- 
nificance as a comprehensive world his- 
tory for the public or school library. It 
is reportorial rather than evaluative in 
treatment and shows little regard for the 
relative importance of events, as indicated 
by the disproportionate amount of space 
allotted to the United States and to re- 
cent history, especially the World war 
period. In many respects it is not up to 
date in spite of the new material. This 
is shown, for instance, by the fact that the 
volumes on ancient history have not been 
revised in accordance with recent im- 
portant archeological discoveries. 

The set is not recommended. 


Index—January, 1938-October, 1939 
(Vol. 9, No. 1-Vol. 10, No. 4) 


The index to the Subscription Books Bulletin is cumulated over a four-year period in accord with the Com 
mittee’s recommended procedure of binding four volumes in one. The current cumulation will be continued 


to include volume 12 (1941). 


EDITORIALS AND SPECIAL ARTICLES 


Important Notice. O, 1938, p.41 
Music Encyclopedias. Ap, 1939, p.17 


Recent Small Atlases. Jl, 1939, p.33 
Supreme Court on the “Give Away” Plan. 
Ja, 1938, p.1 
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REVIEWS 

American educator encyclopedia. Ap, 1938, 
p.17 

American Jewish year book. Ja, 1938, p.3 

American men of science. O, 1938, p.42 

Automobile engineering. Ap, 1938, p.19 

Biographical dictionary of contemporary 
poets. Ja, 1939, p.1 

Black’s dictionary of music. See Encyclopedia 
of music and musicians 

Book of popular science. O, 1939, p.49 

Book of the universe. O, 1938, p.42 

... Britannica. See Encyclopaedia Britannica 

... Britannica book of the year (1938). Jl, 
1938, p.33 

Britannica junior. Jl, 1939, p.35 

Canadian men and women of the time. See 
Canadian who’s who 

Canadian who was who. See Standard dic- 
tionary of Canadian biography 

Canadian who’s who. Ja, 1938, p.4 

Careers. Ap, 1938, p.20 

Catholic encyclopedia dictionary. Ja, 1939, p.2 

Chambers’s cyclopaedia of English literature. 
Ap, 1939, p.18 

Columbia encyclopedia. Ja, 1939, p.2 

Commonwealth vocational-guidance 
graphs. Ja, 1938, p.5 

Compendium of American genealogy. Ja, 1938, 
p.6 

Compton’s pictured encyclopedia (note). Ja, 
1938, p.16; Jl, 1939, p.37 

Concise universal biography. Jl, 1939, p.39 

Dictionary of American biography, index, 
v.I-XX. O, 1938, p.43 

Dominion educator. See American educator 
encyclopedia 

Encyclopedia Americana. O, 1939, p.51 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. O, 1939, p.53; see 
also ... Britannica book of the year (1938) ; 
Britannica junior 

Encyclopedia of American biography; new 
series. Ap, 1938, p.22 

Encyclopedia of banking and finance. Ja, 
1938, p.7 

Encyclopedia of music and musicians, by 
Winthrop Parkhurst and L. J. De Bekker. 
Ap, 1939, p.19 

Encyclopaedia of the social sciences. Ja, 1938, 
p.7 

Encyclopédie des beaux-arts. See New stand- 
ard encyclopedia of art 

Funk & Wagnalls new standard dictionary; 
also a standard history of the world. Ja, 
1939, p.3 

Funk & Wagnalls standard high school dic- 
tionary. Jl, 1939, p.40 

Garden dictionary [reprint]. O, 1938, p.45 

Golden hour (note). Ja, 1939, p.3; O, 1939, 
p.55 

Hammond’s modern illustrated atlas. Jl, 1939, 
p.34 


mono- 


Hammond’s new universal world atlas. See 
Hammond’s new world atlas 

Hammond’s new world atlas. Ja, 1938, p.7 

Harper’s encyclopedia of art. Ap, 1939, p.20; 
see also New standard encyclopedia of art 

Home university bookshelf (note). Jl, 1939, 
p.48 

Home university encyclopedia (note). Jl, 1939, 
p.48 

How and why library (note). Jl, 1939, p.48 

Human interest library. See New human in- 
terest library 

International blue book. Ja, 1939, p.3 

International business directory. See Who's 
who in commerce and industry; Interna- 
tional business directory 

International cyclopedia of music and mu- 
sicians, ed. by Oscar Thompson. Ap, 1939, 
p.20 

Italian-American who’s who. Jl, 1938, p.34 

Junior classics. See New junior classics 

Lands and peoples. O, 1939, p.56 

Macmillan encyclopedia of music and mu- 
sicians. Ap, 1939, p.22 

Macmillan’s modern dictionary. Jl, 1938, p.35 

Matthews-Northrup new international atlas 
and illustrated gazetteer. Jl, 1939, p.34; see 
also Book of the universe 

Modern encyclopedia (note). Ja, 1938, p.16 

Modern encyclopedia of photography. Jl, 1939, 
p.40 

Music and musicians, by L. J. De Bekker. See 
Encyclopedia of music and musicians 

Music lovers’ encyclopedia ... comp. by 
Rupert Hughes. Ap, 1939, p.23 

My book house. Jl, 1939, p.42 

National cyclopaedia of American biography. 
Ap, 1938, p.23 

Current vol. E. Ap, 1939, p.25 

indexes. Ap, 1938, p.24 

White’s conspectus of American bi- 
ography. Ap, 1938, p.25 

National encyclopedia. O, 1939, p.58 

National year book [1939]. O, 














1939, 


p.59 

National law library. O, 1939, p.59 

National service manual. Ap, 1939, p.26 

National year book. See National encyclopedia 

Nelson complete encyclopedia. Ap, 1938, p.26 

Nelson’s perpetual loose-leaf encyclopedia. 
See Nelson complete encyclopedia 

New Catholic dictionary. See Catholic ency- 
clopedia dictionary 

New Century dictionary. Ja, 1939, p.4 

New comprehensive standard dictionary of 
the English language. Ja, 1938, p.9; see also 
Funk & Wagnalls standard high school dic- 
tionary 

New comprehensive standard school diction- 
ary. Ja, 1938, p.9 

New concise pictorial encyclopedia. Ja, 1939, 
p.4 
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New general encyclopedia. See American edu- 
cator encyclopedia 

New human interest library. Ja, 1939, p.5 

New junior classics. O, 1938, p.45 

New outline of knowledge. Ap, 1938, p.27 

New practical reference library. See Ameri- 
can educator encyclopedia 

New standard encyclopedia. O, 1939, p.61 

New standard encyclopedia of art, architec- 
ture, sculpture, painting, decorative arts. 
Ap, 1939, p.28; see also Harper’s encyclo- 
pedia of art 

New wonder world. Ja, 1939, p.7; 
1939, p.48 

New world atlas. See Hammond’s new world 
atlas 

Orbis. Ja, 1939, p.9 

Our wonder world. See New wonder world 

Outline of knowledge. See New outline of 
knowledge 

Oxford companion to music... 
Scholes. Ap, 1939, p.30 

Pictured knowledge; the new method of visual 
instruction. Ja, 1939, p.10 

Picturesque tale of progress (note). 
p.55 

Progress of nations. O, 1939, p.61 

Rand McNally standard atlas of the world. 
Jl, 1939, p.34 

Rand McNally world atlas, Premier edition. 
Jl, 1939, p.33 

Salary directory. O, 1938, p.47 

Scribner radio music library (note). Ja, 1938, 
p.16; O, 1938, p.55 

Social directory of the United States. O, 1938, 
p.49 

Sports of the world. Jl, 1939, p.43 

Standard American encyclopedia. Ja, 
p.11 

Standard erg of Canadian biography. 
O, 1938, 0:51; (v.01) Ja, 1939, p.133 see 
also Canadian who’s who 

Standard education society of Minnesota, 
Supreme court decision. See Supreme Court 
on the “Give Away” Plan, in list of Edi- 
torials 

Standard encyclopedia company of Illinois, 
Supreme court decision. See Supreme Court 
on the “Give Away” Plan, in list of Edi- 
torials 

Standard reference work. See New standard 
encyclopedia 

Stieler’s atlas of modern geography. Ja, 1939, 
p.13 

Success; vocational 
1938, p.12 

Universal dictionary of the English language. 
O, 1938, p.52 

Universal world history (note). Jl, 1939, p.48 

University illustrated encyclopedia (note). Jl, 
1939, p.48 

University of knowledge. Jl, 1938, p.36 


(note) Jl, 


by Percy A. 


O, 1938, 


1938, 


information series. Ja, 


Van Nostrand’s scientific encyclopedia. Ap, 
1938, p.29 

Volume library. Ja, 1939, p.15; Jl, 1939, p.43 

Webster’s collegiate dictionary. Ja, 1938, p.13; 
(price note) O, 1938, p.55 

Webster’s new international dictionary (price 
note). O, 1938, p.55 

with reference history (price note). O, 

1938, p.55; (price note) Ja, 1939, p.16 

Webster's students dictionary for upper school 
levels. Ap, 1938, p.30 

White’s conspectus of American biography. 
See National cyclopaedia of American bi- 
ography 

Who’s who among physicians and surgeons. 
Ja, 1939, p.15 

Who’s who among women lawyers. Jl, 1939, 
p.45 

Who’s who in Canada. See Canadian who's 
who 

Who’s who in colored America. Ja, 
p.14¢ 

Who’s who in commerce and industry. Jl, 
1938, p.39 

International business directory. Jl, 1938, 

p.40 

Who’s who in law. Ja, 1938, p.15 

Who’s who in music. O, 1938, p.52 

Who’s who in the world. See International 
blue book 

Who’s who today in the musical world. Ap, 
1939, p.31 

Winston's tig Ae Tt leaf encyclopedia 
and dictionary (note). Jl, 1939, p.48 

Wonderland of knowledge. Jl, 1939, p.46 

World atlas (Geographical pub. co.). O, 1938, 
p.53 

World atlas (Rand 
McNally world atlas 

World book, British empire edition. Ap, 1938, 
p.3l 


World book encyclopedia. Jl, 1939, p.47 


1938, 


McNally). See Rand 





Avtsoriry is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 


tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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